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Herb Society of America

The Herb Society of America is dedicated to 

promoting the knowledge, use and delight of herbs 

through educational programs, research, and 

sharing the experience of its members with the 

community.



HSA–What, why, where, how

● Herb Society of American (HSA) was founded in 1933 to support the study of 

horticulture, herbs, and herb lore through publications, webinars, 

conferences, and grant support

● HSA’s original home was in rented office space at the Massachusetts 

Horticultural Society

● In 1988 HSA was looking for a new, permanent home and they purchased 

Vineyard House from the Holden Forests & Gardens that year after a search 

for locations all across the country

● HSA is a non-profit members organization with over 2,100 members across 

the US and six countries with over 44 member units



Herb Society of America Founders

On August 23, 1933, at the Ipswich, Massachusetts home of Mrs. Albert C. (Anne) 

Burrage, Jr. The Society was formally organized. 



Florence Brown Bratenahl (1884 – 1940) worked with landscape architect Frederick Law 

Olmsted, Jr., to lay out the entire Cathedral Close at the Washington National Cathedral 

Garden.









The Herb Society of 

America Library 

Collection includes more 

than 3,500 volumes 

covering a wide range of 

topics related to herbs and 

gardening. Materials 

include books, periodicals, 

multimedia, art, rare books 

and historical archives





Archive Room B.  Herb 

Society of American 

HQ.



Western Reserve Unit

WRHS was founded on May 22, 1943 and and shortly after its 

founding became a unit of The Herb Society of America.

WRHS owns and operated the herb gardens at the Holden Forests 

and Gardens, formerly known as the Cleveland Botanical Gardens.



Knot Garden at the Holden Forests and Gardens.



Full page plate of butterflies, from Naturgeschichte des Thierreichs, by C.F. A. Kolb



Title page of Botanologia The English herbal : or, History of plants of 1710 by William Salmon.



Title page, Medicina Britannica: or, a treatise on such physical plants, as are generally found 

in the fields and gardens in Great Britain of 1746 by Thomas Short and plate from from The 

Floral Keepsake, edited by John Keese, 1850.



The historie of the world : commonly called the 

natural historie of C. Plinius Secundus / translated 

into English by Philemon Holland, doctor in 

physicke.

Plinius's naturall historie

London: Adam Islip, 1601.



Half-title page of The romance of nature, or, the 

flower-seasons illustrated, c by Louisa Anne 

Twamley, 1836.



Plate, Rowan tree.  

The spirit of the 

woods, illustrated 

by coloured 

engravings by the 

author of "The 

moral of flowers."

London: Printed for 

Longman, Rees, 

Orme, Brown, 

Green & Longman; 

and Robinson, 

Leeds, 1837.



Plate 34. American medical botany, being a 

collection of the native medicinal plants of the 

United State, By Jacob Bigelow, 1817-1820



Illustration, #10 Illustration. Blooming Spurge. 

Medical Flora, by C. S. Rafinesque, 1828-

1830.



Detail of Plate 154. Cannabis sativa, Medicinal 

plants; an illustrated and descriptive guide to 

plants indigenous to and naturalized in the 

United States, Vol. 2, by Charles F. Millspaugh, 

1892.



Illustration, #12 Illustration. No. 5.  Datura Stramonium, 

Thorn Apple,  The Family Flora, by Peter P. Good, 1845.



Pg. 165. Dye samples, from The American practical dyer's 

companion, by Frederick Bird, 1882.

https://www.libraryworld.com/cgi-bin/lw3.pl?command=catalog_search&index_name=Title&term=The%20American%20practical%20dyer%27s%20companion%20:%20comprising%20a%20description%20of%20the%20principal%20dye-stuffs%20and%20chemicals%20used%20in%20dyeing%20..%20embracing%20in%20all%20over%20eight%20hundred%20receipts%20for%20colors%20and%20shades,%20accompanied%20by%20one%20hundred%20and%20seventy%20dyed%20samples%20of%20raw%20materials%20and%20fabrics.


Plate.  Narwhal. 

Naturgeschichte des 

Thierreichs : ein 

Anschauungs-

Unterricht für Schule 

und Haus : in 80 

colorirten Tafeln mit 50 

Bogen Text und 144 

Holzschnitten / C. F. A. 

Kolb.

Stuttgart: Verlag der 

Expedition Freya (Carl 

Hoffmann), 1868.



Plate.  Sea Lion. Naturgeschichte 

des Thierreichs : ein Anschauungs-

Unterricht für Schule und Haus : in 

80 colorirten Tafeln mit 50 Bogen 

Text und 144 Holzschnitten / C. F. 

A. Kolb.

Stuttgart: Verlag der Expedition 

Freya (Carl Hoffmann), 1868.



Elizabeth Wade White, photo from the Herb Society of America Archives.



Handwritten  recipe. Poison. Rear 

free endpapers, English physician, 

and complete herbal, Nicholas 

Culpeper, 1794.



References,  Bibliography, and more

References and Bibliography

https://tinyurl.com/yz8mpczu

HSA Flickr account:

https://tinyurl.com/xnzs4tju
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Herb Society of America Library Resources

https://tinyurl.com/5cy7mpyn


